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I. An ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. Robert 
Vans of Kilkenny in Ireland. Dated Nov. 
15. 169%. to Mt. Henry Million. 

WE have had of late, in the County of Ume^ 
rick^ and Tipperary^ Showers of a fort of Mat- 
ter like Butter or Greafe : if one rub it upon ones 
Hand it will melt^ but lay it by the Fire, and it 
dries and grows hard, having a very (linking Smell. 
And this laft Night fome fell at this place, which I 
did fee my felf this Morning. It is gathered into 
Pocs and other Veflels, by lome of the Inhabitants 
of this Place. 






ExtraB from the Bijhop of Cloyms Letter^ 
mar Yolighall, April 2d. i6p6. 

SIR, 

Think my fd( obliged by the Duty T owe your 
(elf and the R^yal Society, to furnifti fuch Accounts 
of Natural Hiftory, as I fuppofe are not common. Ac- 
cordingly having very diligently inquired concerning 
a very odd Fhcenomemn^ which was obferved in many 
Fares of iMmHer and Leinfter ^ the beft Account I 
can Coiled thereof, is as follows : For a good part of 
iaii Wmter and Spring, there fell in (evcral places, a 
kind of thick Dew, which the Country People called 
Butter^ from the Confiftency and Colour of it, being 
loft, clamimy, and of a dark Yellow \ it fell always 
in the Night, andcbieByin Moorilh low Grounds, on 
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tlie topof the Grafs, and often on the thatch of Cab* 
bins r 'iwas fekfom obfervy «i the fame Places twice f 
it commonly lay on the Earth for near a Fortnight 
Wifhbiit changing its Colour, but then dryed and rurn'd 
black. Cattle fed irt the Fields where it lay indiferent- 
ly^ as in other Fields. It fell in lumps, often as big as 
xJm end of ones Fitter, very thin and (catierin^y j 
It bid St ftrdf^ il4 Scent, fbmewMt like the fmell of 
Chwcfehyafd^ of Graves : And indeed wehad dorif^ 
sioft or thft Seafon very ftinking Fogs , form Sedi- 
ment of which oMght po(fibly dccafion this ftinkiiig 
iJew,^ tlio' 1 *&^ilt by no rfteans pretemJ to offer that 
a reafon^of kt l^annotfind that k was kept long, or 
that it bred any Worms or Infers ; yet the luperftitkMfs 
Country People, who had ScaFd or Sore Heads, rub'd 
them with this Subftance, and faid, it healed them. 

lam likewife informed of a Perfon in my Neigh- 
biWfhcio4 *h^ hid i regu^ Epikptidf Fit, at a cer* 
tain Hour every Day j I \m% ctot yet leen or difcowftd 
with him, but when I am furniftied with a juft and 
faithful Account of this Cafe, 1 will not fail to Com- 
municate it 
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